
HOW TO USE A SLOTTED WEB STRETCHER 

Step 1: Get to know the slotted upholstery webbing stretcher, sometimes referred to as a strainer. 
This footprint-shaped tool, usually made of wood, has a slot for inserting a webbing loop and a 
wooden dowel on a string to hold the loop in place. The handle end is rounded, and the other end 
is straight and stepped so it can fit snugly against the furniture frame. Use this kind of upholstery 
webbing stretcher when you don't want to make holes in the webbing. 

Step 2:  Follow Step 2 of Section 1 to start the first webbing strap. Pull the webbing toward you as 
tightly as you can. Hold it with one hand, and let the webbing roll drop to the floor or table. 

Step 3:  Hold the slotted webbing stretcher with the handle end up, the stepped end down and the 
dowel on the side facing away from the furniture frame. Grab the webbing a few inches outside 
the near edge of the furniture frame and fold it into a loop. Tuck the loop into the slot in the 
webbing stretcher, and secure it by sliding the wooden dowel through the loop on the back side of 
the stretcher. 

Step 4:  Let the free end of the webbing hang down between the stepped edge of the tool and the 
furniture frame. Brace the stepped edge of the tool against the outside of the furniture frame, 
trapping the free end of the webbing. Push down on the handle end of the stretcher, using it as a 
lever to pull the webbing taut. 

Step 5:  Follow Step 5 of Section 1 to trim the webbing and attach it to the near side of the 
furniture frame. Repeat Steps 2 through 5 for each webbing strap. 

Things You'll Need: 

·  Jute or nylon upholstery webbing  
·  Upholstery tacks or staples  
·  Upholstery hammer or stapler  
·  Upholstery webbing stretcher  

 

 
Return to  www.skiddawupholstery.org.uk  


